DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
women enticed into accepting situations abroad by agencies
licensed by the L.C.C. have found themselves in the worst
possible position a woman could find herself in . . . The Public
Control Committee is seeking means to tighten the regulations,
particularly by raising the age limit from sixteen to eighteen,
below which age permission to send girls abroad will not be
granted without strict supervision. This cpuntry is almost the
only first class country where strict control over private
employment agencies is not exercised. The Government
have been asked to inquire into private employment agencies
but they have thrown the ball back to us.
I wish I could draw aside a curtain and show you the picture
behind that paragraph. Anyway it means that nothing will be
done: the Committee cis seeking means' to raise the age at which
these girls can be dealt in like joints of meat 'from sixteen to eigh-
teen*. 'Are you over eighteen?' 'Yes.' 'Righto, then, here's your
passport.'
How can you call any country 'first class* which does not exer-
cise 'strict control' over brothel touts, for that is what the men and
women are to whom this paragraph alludes. The general trend
of life in London is appallingly reminiscent of Berlin, Vienna and
Budapest in recent years.
For the kind ofBummel that I like Berlin was always dull. There
are too many enormous beery Edens, too few small and friendly
wine-gardens.,
Prague* That is a good town for a Bummel, especially in summer,
when you may begin it by dinner at the riverside restaurant, and
then go on, from little tavern to little tavern, under ancient arch-
ways, through quaint streets, up to the little French restaurant on
the hilltop for a final coffee.
London. Well, well. What can you do? What can you do ? You
may dine, early and expensively, go to a theatre, expensively,
come out and Sup, expensively, with just enough time to have a
drink before night closes down as relentlessly as the black cap on a
judge's head. Unless you go to the one place which, for some
reason unknown to God or man, has been allowed on that par-
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